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classes, we hear now for the first time of well-regu-
lated families of language.

A second step in advance followed naturally from
the first. Whereas, for establishing in a general
way the common origin of certain languages, a
comparison of numerals, pronouns, prepositions, ad-
verbs, and the most essential nouns and verbs, had
been sufficient, it was soon found that a more accu-
rate standard was required for measuring- the more
minute degrees of relationship. Such a standard was
supplied by Comparative Grammar ; that is to say,
by an intcrcomparison of the grammatical forms of
languages supposed to be related to each other; such
intercoraparisori being carried out according to certain
laws which regulate the phonetic changes of letters.

T&e position of Provencal among: t&0 Komanio

A glance at the modern history of language will
make this clearer. There could never be any doubt
that the so-called lioinance languages, Italian, llou-
inanian, Provencal, French, Spanish, and Portuguese,
were closely related to each other. Everybody could
see that they were all derived from Latin. But one
of the most distinguished French scholars, Ilaynouard,
who has done more for the history of the Romance
languages and literature than any one else, main-
taincd that Provencal only was the daughter of
Latin; whereas French, Italian, Spanish, and Por-
tuguese were the daughters of Provencal. He main-
tained that Latin passed, from the seventh to the
ninth century, through an intermediate stage, which
he called Langue Iiomane} and which he endeavoured